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In the book “Why Nations Fail” Acemoglu and Robinson have compelling facts on the reasons as to why some nations fail and others prosper.  The authors try to answer the question that why some nations are poor and others richer. Some of the basic reasons that may come to the thinking of a common citizen as to why some nations are poor and other richer would be culture, weather and geographical locations. This books answers no to those reasons and try to build a new theory of political economy and provides it as the man made political and economic institutions that underlie economic success or lack of it on the other hand (Robinson & Acemoglu, 2012).
Acemoglu and Robinson prove their arguments by identifying countries that are similar in terms of geography, climate, climate, culture and religion but due to different political and institutions, they become more or less prosperous. For instance, the authors give an example of Korea which was divided into North and South Korea in 1953. These countries have almost the same geographical location and same culture but due to different political and institutional choices, both countries’ economies have diverged with South Korea becoming one of the richest countries in Asia while North Korea remains one of the poorest (Robinson & Acemoglu, 2012).
On the other hand, some authors offer equally persuasive arguments that Acemoglu and Robinson do not consider. For instance, in the “Why Nations Fail” book, the authors do not consider technological change as one of fundamental cause of economic growth. According to Wolla, 2017), technological development is a major contributor of the economic growth in a country. Additionally, it is not just okay to ignore the geographical locations and weather of some countries. For instance, some countries depend on agriculture as their main drivers of economy. As much as political institutions matter, some countries are not productive in terms of agriculture like others. This is as a result of weather and geographical locations (Wolla, 2017).
Wolla, 2017), also argues that Rapid population growth in some countries hinder prosperity. Some third world countries due not even produce enough to provide for its people due to the population growth. Instead of generating funds to enhance development and provide jobs and infrastructure for the country, the government has to first provide food and settlement for its grown population. This makes some countries lug behind in terms of prosperity. The author also adds that culture also counts, in that; when the government wants to introduce a family planning program to control population, some cultures may not take and may consider it an abomination. For this reason, population will grow and poverty will increase too (Wolla, 2017).
The authors of the “Why Nations Fail” have some really valid points as to why some nations are richer and others poor. It true that political institutions matter a lot since they rule and control how people should carry on activities of a country. On the other hand, some of the reasons that the authors deemed minute and ignored, may have significant contribution to a country’s poverty levels. For instance, weather, geography and culture.  Some countries are in geographical locations that have minerals and they are able to mine and the revenue generated from the minerals becomes a significant booster of their economy. Some other countries may not have minerals or good weather to facilitate agricultural productions. Therefore, both political institutions and geographical, weather and cultural factors matter (Wolla, 2017).
In regard to the manner in which the course has impacted my thinking concerning the prospects for the development and development of democratic societies in the third world, I would say the course has made me understand that there are different factors that make some countries richer than others and others even poorer.  However, the course insists on the political institutions are the main reason why some countries become more or less prosperous. Considering arguments from other authors such as Wolla, (2017), it is evident that some of the reason that the course disregards also matter a great deal in shaping the economy of a country. For instance, the course disregards the geographical locations and population growth of a country as a key factor in determining prosperity or failure. Wolla, (2017) on the other hand proves otherwise (Pinkney, 2003).
When it comes to the matter of development of democratic societies in the third world countries the course has made me understand that there have been competitive elections and civil liberties since the achievement of independence in India Gambia, Mauritius as well as some islands in the West Indies. These happened to be oases in the desert that were dominated by military governments with one part regimes and personal dictatorships. But today virtually all the governments in the Latin America have been chosen by means of competitive election. Additionally, in South Korea, Thailand, Bangladesh, the Philippines, Nepal among other third world countries have emerged from authoritarian, military or personal rule. In fact in Taiwan, single party domination has ended by the opposition party winning a free election (Pinkney, 2003).
Despite the fact that there are democracy is developing in the third world countries, there is a significant difference between the democracy in the third world countries and that of the west countries. For instance, there is a huge difference between the democracy in India and democracy in the USA. For instance, the USA democracy is dominated by two parties which are the Democrats and the Republicans. In India, democracy is dominated by several parties. In the US the two parties have national popularity but in India the parties are mostly regional and have ideological affiliations. In regard to the executive, in the USA, the executive is the president while the executive in India is the prime minister. The executive in the US is the head of government and the head of state, but in India, the prime minister is the head of government only additionally, in the US democracy, the executive is voted independently and directly to the office and the congress is voted separately. This means that the congress and the executive may not belong to the same party. In India, the prime minister is chosen from among the members of the party that have secured the maximum seats in the parliament via national ballot. In this case, the prime minister belongs to the party that controls the government (Pinkney, 2003).
I believe the steps of democracy development taken by the third world countries are derived from the lessons learnt from the democracy in developed countries such as the USA and other countries of the west. In other words, the pattern of western democratic evolution holds a significant lesson for the third world countries which is now being embraced and implemented in some of the third world countries (Pinkney, 2003).
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